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Bonding Through Diversity, Pt 7 
Handling Our Differences Constructively  

When Loved Ones Disagree 
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Lee Acres Relational Commitment 
1. Allow the characteristics of love from 1 Cor. 13 to govern our dealings with each other.  
2. Always maintain open-minded communication. 
3. Focus on our faith foundations. 
4. Strive toward principled compromise in areas other than our foundational beliefs. 
5. Maintain the attitude of Christ by “emptying ourselves” into each other’s lives 
6. Let all of our dealings be governed by fervent prayer. 
7. Do not be fearful of individual thinking. 
8. Cooperate with our elders’ decisions and maintain a loyal relationship with our congregation.  
 
Big Idea for this lesson: People hold to cherished beliefs with great passion. Also, religious 
convictions are among the few realities that cause people to separate from each other, even 
long-time friends and family. This is especially difficult when children differ from convictions 
handed down to them by loving parents. These relationships require great sensitivity and care.  
 
1. The blessing of having loved ones in the faith – 2 Timothy 1:3-7; 3:10-17  
 
2.  How do differences of convictions occur? 
 
 A. Normal phases of adult faith development (Westerhoff)1 
 

Experienced Faith – The faith we experience from our earliest years either in life or, if 
one has a major reorientation in his or her beliefs, in a new faith system. We receive the 
faith that is important to those who nurture us. The way it molds and influences their 
lives makes an indelible impression on us, creating the core of our faith. This level of 
faith is usually associated with the impressionable periods of life when a person is 
dependent on others, such as during early childhood.  
 
Affiliative Faith – As a person gradually displays the beliefs, values, and practices of 
one's family, group, or church, she takes on the characteristics of the nurturing persons 
and becomes identified as an accepted partner, one who is part of the faith tradition. 
Such participation may be formalized as in membership, a rite of baptism or 
confirmation, or may simply be understood. This phase is recognized as a time of testing 
where a person matches with peer expectations. Where traditions, values, and practices 
are similar, there usually is a good match and the individual merges his or her identity 
with that of the body. There is little room for personal differences due to a strong 
emphasis on unity and conformity in belief and practice. The concerns for belonging, for 
security, and for a sense of power (and identity) that come from group membership are 
the key drives in forming one's faith concept during this period. This level of faith is 
expressed, at the earliest, during adolescent years.  

                                                           
1
 Summarized from John H. Westerhoff, III, Will our Children Have Faith? (New York: Seabury Press, 

1976). 



2 Lee Acres Church of Christ, Bonding Through Diversity 
 

Bonding Through Diversity, Lee Acres Church of Christ, Tupelo, MS 
Dr. Carlus Gupton, February 28, 2016 

Searching Faith – Faith development reaches a crucial junction when one’s beliefs or 
experience may no longer be exactly the same as those of the group, or when a person 
begins to question some of the commonly held beliefs or practices. This occurs as one 
naturally recognizes that his or her faith has been formed more by others (parents, 
peers, congregation, etc.) than by personal conviction. The decision must be faced 
whether or not to develop, express, and accept responsibility for a personal 
interpretation over against accepting the group's interpretation. Often there is 
experimentation with alternatives or alignment with persons or causes that promise help 
in establishing personal conviction and practice.  

 
Owned Faith – A person reorients his or her life and now claims personal responsibility 
for beliefs and practices. Characteristics of this phase include close attention to 
practicing one's faith as well as believing it. According to Westerhoff, this level of faith is 
God's intention for everyone; we all are called to reach our highest potential.  

 
 B. Major cultural / worldview shift – postmodernism  
 
 C. Different experiences  
 
3. Practical pathways for harmony 
 
 A. Specific prayers for understanding and wisdom – Ephesians 1:15ff; 3:14-21  
 
 
 B. Purposefully positive images of those with whom we differ – Philippians 4:8 
 
 
 C. Deep and frequently expressed gratitude.  
 
 
 D. Reassurances and evidence of love for God and respect for scripture.    
 
 
 E. Choosing topics of conversation wisely.   
 
 
 F. Remember… 
   
  Seek first to understand, then to be understood. 
 
  Division loves separation, peace loves conversation.  
  
 


